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Lifespan RE Resources for Equity




Introduction
This packet provides resources on the theme of Equity. While society focuses on equality of rights and opportunity, equity is more important for many individuals and communities. Having opportunity without the abilities or resources to pursue it is meaningless. By contrast, equity does not focus on the starting line, the finish line is what is important. Consequently, equity is concerned with proving resources and support to help people cross the finish line. As above, equality emphasizes opportunity while equity emphasizes outcomes. 

The word equity is not commonly used, and it is not a word with which children are familiar. But they are familiar with fairness and that is what equity tries to bring about. In this sense, it is not just, “Is it right?” but “Is it fair?” Since children tend to have a fair radar, they can understand what is fair and what is not. We have a responsibility to make sure that things are fair, and if that is not possible, then we must work to make things fairer.

List of Resources
1.0: Pins
Resources for Children
2.0: Children’s Stories
    Equity/Fairness
2.1: Fair vs. Equal by Rev. Erika Hewitt (527 words)
2.2: The First and the Last by Martha Dallas (624 words)
2.3: Carl and Cupcake by Tiffany Sapp (690 words)
2.4: When You Have More Than Enough by Dawn Star Sarahs-Borchelt (536 words)
2.5: The Good Samaritan by Rev. Christopher Buice (452 words)
2.6: Who Was That Samaritan? by Martha Dallas (491 words)
2.7: The Good Samaritan (576 words)
2.8: John L. Cashin, Witness for Justice (654 words)
2.9: Churches are Helpers by Martha Dallas (455 words)
2.10: Wake Up to Injustice by Gail Forsyth-Vail (376 words)
2.11: Toribio Quimada Making A Difference by Ellen Gold (831 words)
3.0: Children’s Books about Equity/Fairness
3.1: It's Not Fair!: A Book About Having Enough by Caryn Rivadeneira (Author), Isabel Munoz (Illustrator) 2018
3.2: Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens (1995)
3.3: It's Not Fair! by Amy Krouse Rosenthal (Author) and Tom Lichtenheld (Illustrator) (2008)
3.4: When Sophie Gets Angry—Really, Really Angry... by Molly Bang (1999)
3.5: Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes (2006)
3.6: New Shoes by Susan Lynn Meyer (Author) and Eric Velasquez (Illustrator) (2016)
3.7: One Grain of Rice: A Mathematical Folktale by Demi (1997
3.8: Yoon and the Jade Bracelet by Helen Recorvits (Author) and Gabi Swiatkowska (Illustrator) (2008)
3.9: Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman, author and Caroline Binch, illustrator (1991)
3.10: Strictly No Elephants by Lisa Mantchev, author and Taeeun Yoo, illustrator (2015)
3.11: The Boy Who Wouldn't Share by Mike Reiss (Author) and David Catrow (Illustrator) (2008)
4.0: Curriculum & Theme-Based Classroom Activities for Children
        from Tapestry of Faith
4.1: Chalice Children: A Program about Our Unitarian Universalist Community for Preschoolers
4.1.1: Session 10: Helping Others
4.2: Creating Home: A Program on Developing a Sense of Home Grounded in Faith for Grades K-1
4.2.1: Session 10: Tango
4.3: Wonderful Welcome: A Program for Children Grades K-1
4.3.1: Session 3: The Gift Of Forgiveness
4.3.2: Session 4: The Gift of Kindness
4.3.3: Session 7: The Gift of Helping
4.3.4: Session 9: The Gift of Mutual Caring
4.3.5: Session 11: The Gift of Stewardship
4.4: Love Surrounds Us: A Program on the UU Principles and Beloved Community for Grades K-1
4.4.1: Session 2: Love Surrounds Us Sharing
4.4.2: Session 4: Forgiveness
4.5: Moral Tales: A Program on Making Choices for Grades 2-3
4.5.1: Session 4: In Another’s Shoes
4.5.2: Session 7: Seeing Others with Awe
4.5.3: Session 8: Do unto Others
4.5.4: Session 9: Generosity: Give and Ye Shall Receive
4.5.5: Session 13: Justice for All
4.6: Faithful Journeys: A Program about Pilgrimages of Faith in Action for Grades 2-3
4.6.1: Session 4: Be Fair
4.6.2: Session 15: Protect the Earth
4.7: Love Will Guide Us: A Program for Grades 2-3 that Applies the Wisdom of the Six Sources to the Big Questions
4.7.1: Session 7: Give Love
4.7.2: Session 8: Love Is Accepting
4.7.3: Session 16: Love Is the Golden Rule
4.8: Signs of our Faith: A Program about Being UU Every Day for Grades 2-3
4.8.1: Session 6: Signs of Caring
4.8.2: Session 7: We Share
4.8.3: Session 12: Stewardship Is a Sign
4.8.4: Session 15: Witness for Justice: Public Signs of Our UU Values
4.9: Toolbox of Faith: A Program That Helps Children Discover the Uses of Faith got Grades 4-5
4.9.1: Session 7: Democratic Process (Chalk)
4.9.2: Session 8: Power (Hammer)
4.9.3: Session 14: Justice (Flashlight)
4.10: Windows and Mirrors: A Program about Diversity for Grades 4-5
4.10.1: Session 4: Building A Community Of Forgiveness
4.10.2: Session 9: Lean On Me
4.10.3: Session 10: Service Is The Rent We Pay For Living
4.10.4: Session 11: Privilege Is A Blessing We Give Away To Be In Community
4.10.5: Session 13: Images of Injustice
4.11: Love Connects Us: A Program on Living in Unitarian Universalist Covenant for Grades 4-5
4.11.1: Session 4: Love Your Neighbor as Yourself
4.11.2: Session 5: Meeting People Where They Live
4.12: Sing to the Power: A Social Justice Program for Children Grades 4-5
4.12.1: Session 10: The Power of Passion
4.12.2: Session 14: The Power of Persistence
4.13: Riddle and Mystery: A Program on the Big Questions for Grade 6
4.13.1: Session 8: Speaking of Fair
4.14: Miracles: A Multigenerational Program on Living in Awe and Wonder
4.14.1: Session 6: The Miracle of Social Change
4.15: Circle of Trees: A Multigenerational Program about Nourishing Deep Connections with Nature
4.15.1: Workshop 8: Come Be With Trees
4.16: Gather the Spirit: A Multigenerational Program about Stewardship
4.16.1: Workshop 3: Separate Fires, Kindle One Flame
4.16.2: Workshop 5: Chorus of Life Resounding as One
4.17: Heeding the Call: A Program on Justice making for Junior High School Youth
4.17.1: Workshop 4: The Call for Empathy
4.17.2: Workshop 7: The Call for Abundance

Resources for Youth
5.0: Curriculum & Theme-Based Classroom Activities for Youth & Adults
     Youth
     A Tapestry of Faith
5.1: Virtue Ethics: An Ethical Development Program for High School Youth
5.1.1: Workshop 5: Fairness
5.1.2: Workshop 7: Compassion
5.1.3: Workshop 9: Generosity

6.0: Readings
6.1: Morality Matters by Lewis B. Smedes (225 words)
6.2: The Strange Problem of Entitlement by Christine Pohl (159 words)
6.3: Entitlement vs. Humility by Robert A. Emmons (207 words)
6.4: The Myth of Human Supremacy by Derrick Jensen (268 words)
6.5: Creating a Culture of Human Rights by Richard Amesbury and George M. Newlands (207 words)
6.6: The Preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) by the United Nations (320 words)
6.7: Kindness: A Public Statement of Personal Dignity by Christopher Titmuss (244 words)
6.8: To Be a Hope by Cornell West (273 words)
7.0: Popular Music
7.1: This is Me | Pride PMV by QueenOfCryptids (3:51)
7.2: Imagine by John Lennon & The Plastic Ono Band (with the Flux Fiddlers) (3:53)
7.3: Brave by Sara Bareilles (3:57)
7.4: A change is gonna come by Sam Cooke, 1963 (3:10)
7.5: A Change Is Gonna Come | Playing For Change Band (6:36)
7.6: Preach by John Legend (4:47)
8.0: Videos
8.1: Equity Matters by National School Boards Assoc. (2:10)
8.2: Pay Equity by Starbucks Stories (2:49)
8.3: Equity vs. Equality by North Shore Community School (2:05)
8.4: Equality, Equity, and Social Justice by SIPDC Trainer (2:25)
     Ted Talks
8.5: We need leaders who boldly champion inclusion by June Sarpong (14:35)
8.6: Want a more just world? Be an unlikely ally by Dwinita Mosby Tyler (10:06)
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Resources for Children
[bookmark: _Hlk29906963][bookmark: _Hlk44159178][bookmark: _Hlk165294888]2.0: Children’s Stories
    Equity/Fairness
2.1: Fair vs. Equal by Rev. Erika Hewitt (527 words)
     What does “fair” mean? Is “fair” the same thing as “equal”? Which one is reflected in the concept of “justice”? Designed to be used as a Message for All Ages or as part of a Children’s Chapel service, this activity uses cookies (yum!) to explore the differences between fair and equal.
     To prepare, you’ll need cookies or crackers (“regular” sized, not goldfish crackers or mini-cookies). You’ll also need two plates. Be sure to first read through this description carefully, as this activity requires “on the ground” thinking!
[bookmark: _Hlk103152859]     Today’s service/message is about fairness. What does it mean when something is unfair? Has anything unfair ever happened to you?
     Invite people to share their comments and experiences, or simply ask for a show of hands as affirmation that they have been in an “unfair” situation.
     Is “fair” the same thing as “equal”?
     Listen to and moderate opinions about “fair” versus “equal.”
     To help us see for ourselves whether “fair” and “equal” are the same thing, we’re going to use some volunteers and this bag of cookies [or crackers].
     Explain as you go:
     Bring out 10 of the cookies/crackers and two plates.
     Invite two volunteers, preferably children or youth of about the same age, to come forward. Give each of the children an empty plate. Narrate as you divide the 10 cookies/crackers equally between the two children’s plates. (Make sure that all of your volunteers know that the cookies are for demonstration purposes—no fair eating them until the service is over!)
     Each of our volunteers has five cookies. Is that equal? Confirm: ten divided by two = five cookies each.
     Is it “fair” for each person to get five cookies? It might be. But let’s start asking our volunteers some questions.
     Ask your two child volunteers what they had for breakfast, and it should be obvious whose breakfast was bigger.
     Since X (name) had a bigger breakfast than Y (name), their breakfasts weren’t equal size. Don’t you think that it’s fair to give Y more cookies, to make up for their smaller breakfast?
     Invite people to offer their opinions, thanking them for each opinion. As they make suggestions, you or the volunteers can shuffle the cookies back and forth on the two plates to reflect general consensus of what a “fair” distribution of the ten cookies looks like. If no one has already mentioned it, say:
     Wait! Maybe one of our volunteers is hungrier than the other!
     Determine – however whimsically, or just on a self-reported scale of one to ten, which child is hungrier than the other.
     Since X (name) is hungrier than Y (name), isn’t it fair to give X more than half of the cookies, even though it’s not equal?
     Again, solicit feedback about what a “fair” distribution of cookies is, based on hunger.
     Send one of the volunteers back to their seat (big thank you from the group). Invite a volunteer of a much different age to come join the other volunteer. Each of them should still hold a plate.
     Now we have people of different sizes to share the ten cookies. X (child’s name) is n years old. Z (adult’s name) is... well, older than that!
     Since X is so much smaller than Z, is it fair to split the cookies evenly? Do you think that Z get more cookies because they’re bigger than X? Or should Z get fewer cookies because they’re a grown-up and can buy cookies anytime they want to?
     Solicit opinions and move cookies from plate to plate, according to comments. Then:
     You know, we haven’t even talked yet about what kind of cookies these are! Maybe we should find out whether X and Z even like gingersnaps (or lemon cookies, or fig newtons...)!
     Ask your volunteers whether they like the cookies being offered.
     If both volunteers report that they like the cookie type, send one volunteer back to their seat (with thanks). Ask for yet another volunteer: one who does not like the type of cookie being offered, or who is allergic to the type of cookie being offered.
     Now we have a very different situation. Z really likes eating this type of cookie. But Q (dislikes/allergic) doesn’t want to eat any. What’s the fairest way to split the cookies now? Is it fair that Z gets all ten cookies just because they like (the gingersnaps), and Q doesn’t get any?
     Ask people to suggest a “fair” re-distribution of the ten cookies, and move the cookies to the appropriate plate.
     Thank both volunteers, taking the plates with cookies and inviting them to return to their seats with thankful “applause.”
     What did we see, by bringing up different pairs of people and trying to split ten cookies between them? What are some factors that make something seem “fair”?
     As you invite comments and discussion, narrow the conversation to the “moral” of this service: It turns out that “equal” is not the same thing as “fair.” Equality is a good thing: when we talk about people being “equal,” or having “equal” rights, we mean that all people have the same giant amount of inherent worth and dignity.
     As we saw, though, fairness is different. Fair doesn’t mean we get the same thing that everyone else has. Fair means that we go beyond what looks equal and instead ask a lot of questions. We’re beginning to see that fairness is complicated!
     As Unitarian Universalists, we talk a lot about “justice.” When we use the word justice, often we’re talking about fairness. When we see something that’s unfair, we believe in saying so. And just like we had to talk about ways to divide up the cookies, sometimes we need to talk (...a lot) about how to make things fair. This can be complicated, but it’s a wonderful thing about Unitarian Universalism: we believe in equality AND in fairness, even when they’re different.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/activity/fair-vs-equal 

2.2: The First and the Last by Martha Dallas (624 words)
     Who here knows from experience that life is not fair? [Show of hands.] We know this, don’t we? Life is just not fair. And I really don’t think it ever has been. But what can we do? We generally just shrug and accept it: it’s not fair.
     But there was once a man who refused to just shrug off the injustices of the world. Life was not fair, but that was not okay with him. This man was a great and wise teacher, and also a prophet. Millions of people around the world are inspired by his teachings. His name was Jesus.
     And Jesus stood up and spoke out and fought for fairness and for justice. In fact he said something about this which is quite curious to me. He said, “The last shall be first, and the first shall be last.” Yes: the last shall be first… and the first shall be last. [Look perplexed… let it sink in a little.]
     I’m not entirely sure what he meant by this, and my guess would be that there are several meanings this might have. But I’ve got an idea of one way we might understand it. We might understand it if we can think of what it feels like to be first, and what it feels like to be last.
     So, children who are up front with me: help us understand what it feels like to be first. Maybe you have had this experience, yourself, or maybe you can imagine this. How does it feel, do you think, to be first? … to be best? … to be number one? … to come out on top? … to have the most? What do these things feel like? [Take responses and repeat them to the congregation.]
     Now, what about being last? What does that feel like, do you think? How does it feel to be the worst? … to be on the bottom? … to have the least? … to have hardly anything, perhaps just crumbs or nothing? What do you think that feels like? [Take responses and repeat so all can hear.]
     Thank you for sharing something with us about the feelings of being first and being last. You see, I think that fairness and justice might have a chance if the people who know what it feels like to be first – because they’ve been first so much that they’re very familiar with it – if these people can come to understand what it feels like, really feels like, to be last. And I think the world might start to become a little more fair and balanced for everyone if the people who already know too well what it feels like to be last – because they are so often the last, they so often come in at the bottom and have the least – if these people can come to know what it feels like, for a change, to actually come out on top; to be first for a change.
     I can imagine that if those who are usually last and those who are usually first could share the feelings in their experiences with one another, that each might begin to experience a transformation. I believe that when we can share our feelings with one another—in a way that is safe; and when we can listen to one another in trust and with compassion – that we can begin to transform one another on the inside. When these different experiences can touch, then change can occur. And when we start to be changed on the inside, we will begin to act differently in the world; we will act more and more and more for justice.
     Jesus believed that a just society was possible. It would, he taught us, create heaven, right here on earth. Heaven on earth! Now isn’t that worth living for?!
Notes: This Reflection accompanied a sermon that explored the Book of Matthew, chapter 20. The statement, “The last shall be first, and the first shall be last” is the final verse of this chapter. There are two notable points to make about it: 1) It occurs several other times, in other forms in the Christian Gospels. Jesus scholars agree that the statement, in some form, came essentially directly from Jesus. 2) It concludes the chapter in a very jarring way, ostensibly summarizing the essence of the parable, but in actuality being misused. In this setting, its risks confusing the reader, because at best, Jesus’ moral teachings are only implied. Scholars tend to believe the verse was added to the parable at a later time.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/first-and-last 

2.3: Carl and Cupcake by Tiffany Sapp (690 words)
NARRATOR: Once upon a time, there was a golden retriever named Carl, and he was a very good boy.
CARL: I am! Ever since I was a pup, my mom taught me the golden rule: “do to others as you would have them do to you.” Whenever I didn’t know how to treat my siblings in my litter, I would just think about how I wanted to be treated, and do that!
NARRATOR: He was friends with a Persian cat named Cupcake, and she tolerated him, as cats do.
CUPCAKE: Carl, what are you doing today while the food givers are at work?
CARL: Today is random act of kindness day, and I’m going to do randomly kind things for all of our roommates!
CUPCAKE: That sounds… interesting. Who are you going to start with?
CARL: I’m going to give Genie one of my bones!
CUPCAKE: You’re going to give Genie… the rabbit… one of your bones?
CARL: Oh yeah! Bones are my favorite treat! She’ll love it!
NARRATOR: And off he went before Cupcake could say another word.
CUPCAKE: (rolling eyes) Dogs…
NARRATOR: Some time later, Carl came back, dejected.
CUPCAKE: What’s wrong Carl?
CARL: Genie didn’t like the bone at all. She even thumped her feet at me she was so mad.
CUPCAKE: I wonder why?
CARL: It’s a great mystery! I guess she’s just in a bad mood. I always love bones.
CUPCAKE: Maybe treats aren’t the best vehicle for cross-species bonding?
CARL: Maybe you’re right. I’ll try a toy next. I’m going to give Scales my very best tennis ball. It’s going to be hard to part with it since I love it so much, but it would be worth it to make Scales happy!
CUPCAKE: Scales… the snake?
CARL: Oh yeah! I can’t wait to run and play with Scales, he’ll just love chasing after the ball.
CUPCAKE: Carl, how is Scales going to chase the ball?
CARL: Well, with his legs!
CUPCAKE: His legs.
(CARL smiles and nods)
CUPCAKE: His. Legs. Carl??
CARL: (confused about why Cupcake isn’t getting it) Yeah… that’s how chasing the ball works, Cupcake.
CUPCAKE: Carl, does Scales the snake have legs?
CARL: OOOOOOOh! (hangs head) Well… I guess he doesn’t.
CUPCAKE: Do you think that if you want to play with Scales, that maybe you should ask him how he wants to play?
NARRATOR: Carl blinked at Cupcake, and then moved off at a slower pace, deep in thought. Carl was gone for a long time, which gave Cupcake a chance to catch up on her Sudoku, but eventually he came back.
CUPCAKE: Oh hey Carl, how did things go with Scales?
CARL: Oh, Cupcake: it was great! I asked Scales if he wanted to play. And he said yes. So I asked him how. And he said there was a sunny spot in the yard that he never gets to visit because it’s too far away for him. So he got on my back and I took him to the yard and we basked in the sun.
CUPCAKE: You basked?
CARL: Oh yeah, it was the best. Nice and warm and I even rolled on my back and felt the sun on my belly. And Scales loved it!
CUPCAKE: Well, I… gosh, Carl. I think I might be a little jealous. That sounds wonderful!
CARL: Yeah! That went so well it gave me another idea. So when I brought Scales back to his terrarium I stopped back by Genie's rabbit hutch and apologized for the bones and asked her what she wanted.
CUPCAKE: Really? And what did she want?
CARL: Clover! Honestly I tried some and I’m not a fan, but Genie liked it and that’s the important thing!
CUPCAKE: It sounds like you learned something today.
CARL: Yeah! When I was a puppy, the golden rule, “Do to others as you want them to do to you” made a lot of sense, and it worked really well when everyone I was with was also a puppy! But now I have a lot of different friends who might need different things than what I want.
CUPCAKE: Carl, you’ve discovered the platinum rule: “Do to others as they would have you do to them.”
CARL: Which means I have to ask them what they would like.
CUPCAKE: That’s right, now let’s go get some catnip.
CARL: (scandalized) Cupcake!
CUPCAKE: Just kidding Carl, I’m going to have some catnip, you can have whatever it is that dogs like.
NARRATOR: The End.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/carl-and-cupcake 

2.4: When You Have More Than Enough by Dawn Star Sarahs-Borchelt (536 words)
     Once upon a time there was a family. Maybe this family had not quite enough to eat. Or maybe they had just about enough. Or … perhaps they had MORE than enough.
     You might not have been able to tell. THEY might not have been able to tell. Sometimes it’s hard to tell if you have enough or not. It’s hard not to want more or different things than you have.
     In any case, this family came together one autumn day for a celebration. A feast. A time of gratitude.
     They gathered, as we have done, around a table. There was food. There was drink. There were flowers to remind them of beauty.
     And then there was a call from the gate outside their door.
     “Hello! We’re hungry and thirsty and we see you have a feast. May we come in?”
     Well, the family didn’t know at first how to answer.
     Who were these people at the gate? Was it safe to let these people in? Did they have enough to share? Was there room?
     But they remembered.
     They remembered that most of them had come to this family, to this celebration, from someplace else.
     They remembered that even they, who were there at that table, had not always been kind to each other. There had been times when they hurt each other. There were still times when they made each other sad or angry or afraid. There is no way to make life completely safe.
     They remembered times when others had shared with them, even when the others might not have had quite enough of their own.
     They remembered when each new member of the family had been born, or come to stay, or married in. They remembered that they had always found a way to make room.
     And they remembered an old, old saying: when you have more than you need, it is better to build a longer table than to build a higher fence.
     We have enough, they said. We might have more than enough. We are many, and strong, and we can hold a safe space here in our home for all who come.
     And so they went out of their door and to the gate in the fence. They opened the gate. They invited the people who were there in. Inside, they pulled out another table and made the space for these newcomers. They covered it with a cloth. And the newcomers set upon it a dish full of something fragrant and delicious which was strange and wonderful to the family. Everybody shared. And there was enough.
     I want us to notice that we only heard one part of that story. We heard the story of the people who were in the family in the house, ready to feast. We didn’t hear the story of the people at the gate, wanting to come in. We don’t know who they are or why they are there or what they bring to the table other than the strange and wonderful food! So when you hear other stories this Thanksgiving season, I want you to think about whose stories they are. And whose stories they aren’t. And what those other stories might have been.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/when-you-have-more-enough 

2.5: The Good Samaritan by Rev. Christopher Buice (452 words)
     One day a merchant was traveling on a road when he was attacked by bandits. The bandits were so cruel that they beat the merchant, stole everything he had, and left him for dead lying on the side of the road. The merchant was so badly hurt he couldn’t move or speak at all, and he could barely see through his swollen black eyes.
     A long time passed, then down the road came a priest, a man of God. That priest looked good. He was wearing a fancy new robe and he was nice and clean from a recent bath. When the merchant saw the priest coming, he became excited. “Surely this priest will help me,” he thought. But when the priest saw the man lying on the side of the road, he just kept on walking and passed him right by.
     After a time, the merchant saw another man coming down the road. This man was a temple helper and he looked good. He was well groomed and had a nice new haircut. He wore beautiful colorful robes and had a winning smile. Once again, the merchant became hopeful. “Surely this man will help me,” he thought. But when the temple helper saw the merchant lying on the side of the road, he just kept on walking and passed him right by.
     A very long time passed, and the merchant began to lose hope. “I will die here on the side of the road,” he thought. But then he saw another man walking down the road with a donkey. This man did not look too good. He was dirty and his clothes had holes in them. He did not look like he had shaved or cut his hair in a long, long time.
     “This man will not help me,” thought the merchant. “He is from Samaria and Samaritans hate my people.” But when the man saw the merchant lying on the side of the road, he stopped. He was moved with compassion. The Samaritan washed and bandaged the merchant’s wounds. He put the merchant onto the back of his donkey, carried him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day, as the Samaritan prepared to leave, he gave the innkeeper money and said, “Please take care of this man. When I return, I will pay you any more money that you may spend.”
     From his window in the inn, the merchant could see the Samaritan walking off into the distance. He was too weak to call out or even to speak his thanks. But ever since that time the merchant has known deep in his heart that there is a big difference between looking good and being good.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/good-samaritan

2.6: Who Was That Samaritan? by Martha Dallas (491 words)
     This morning I’ve invited a special guest to join us, someone who has quite a story to tell. [Pull out costume and put on hat and blanket/cloak. Prepare to change your voice just a bit, and your manner, so as to be in character.]
Good morning. Thank you for allowing me to join you for a little while. I appreciate the opportunity to share this story. I tell you, sometimes I hardly believe it myself.
     You see, I was on a journey. I had to go from my home in Jerusalem, over to Jericho. Oh, and I don’t mean the Jericho near here. No, both of these cities are very far from here. Anyhow, it was a long walk and along the way, something awful happened. I was attacked by robbers! They took everything I had and beat me up really bad. They kicked me and punched me till I fell down in a ditch by the side of the road. I think I must have passed out, because then I remember waking up all bruised and sore and bleeding. I could hardly sit up and I had no idea what I would do or how I would carry on. I cried out for help, but this was a desolate road and I doubted anyone would hear me.
     But as I was lying there, I heard footsteps and saw a priest coming toward me. I felt hopeful, because priests are good people, but this man walked right on by as if I had not even been there. And then, more hope: a man, a temple priest – I could tell – came up the road. My people, the Hebrews, are friends with the temple priests, so I tried to call out to him and lift a hand towards him, but he quickened his step and walked right by without even glancing my way.
     Now you are probably appalled already, but I haven’t even gotten to the most unbelievable part of the story. There I lay, all hope lost, at this point fading in and out of consciousness, when I felt a warm, gentle hand on my brow. It was gently wiping at the dust and blood on my face. I opened my eyes to see...to see...I can barely say it...A SAMARITAN!! [Say the word like it’s a foul taste in your mouth.] Can you believe it?! A Samaritan! My people, we HATE Samaritans! We can’t stand them! And… and… here was one of THEM… helping me!? I know, I know! Unbelievable! But let me tell you more: This Samaritan tore off part of his shirt to bandage my wounds. He cleaned my wounds with oil and gave me water to drink. I was shocked and stunned by how kind and caring he was! Then he lifted me onto his donkey and carried me to an inn where he kept me and cared for me, truly, until I was healed.
     Well, that’s my story. And I wouldn’t believe it myself unless it had happened to me. Samaritans. Who’da thunk it? Anyhow, thank you for your time. [Take off costume and return to your own voice.] Thank you for your respect and attention towards our guest. We’ll sing you on your way.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/who-was-samaritan

2.7: The Good Samaritan (576 words)
     One day a lawyer came to Jesus and asked what he needed to do to live forever or, “to get into heaven” or “to become enlightened.”
     Jesus asked him what the law of the Ten Commandments said. The lawyer answered, “You shall love God with all your heart, and with all of your soul, and with all your strength, and your neighbor as yourself.” “Right!” said Jesus. Then the lawyer asked, “But, Teacher, who is my neighbor?” In other words, “who do I have to treat lovingly?” This is the story that Jesus told to the man:
     Once, a man was walking on a lonely stretch of road between Jerusalem and Jericho. Suddenly a gang of thieves jumped out from the side of the road and surrounded him. “Give us your money,” they demanded. “I need my money” he cried. “I have to buy food with this money, for myself and my whole family.”
     One of the thieves picked up a rock from the side of the road and hit the man in the head. He fell to the ground with a groan, bleeding. Seeing no one around the thieves jumped on the man and took everything he had, including his money, and his clothing. One of the thieves picked up a stick and hit the man hard several times before leaving him on the side of the road half dead.
     After a time, a priest came walking down the road. He saw the man lying on the side of the road and crossed over to the other side as he hurried by.
     Soon another man, a Levite appeared. He too, saw the wounded man lying in the hot sun, naked and bleeding and he scurried on by.
     A long time passed. Flies buzzed around the man who was dying from his injuries. Luckily someone else was coming down the road. He was a Samaritan riding on his donkey. Now the people of Samaria were not friendly with the people of this man’s country. They were sworn enemies of each other.
But the Samaritan man did not hesitate when he saw the man lying by the side of the road. He didn’t stop to think about whether he should help him because of where he was from, or what group the man belonged to. He saw that this man needed help and he felt compassion.
     The Samaritan took healing oil and wine from his bag and cleaned the man’s wounds and bound them up with bandages made from the cloth of his own shirt. He covered him with a robe. He gave the man a drink of water and helped the man onto his donkey. Slowly, for the man was in great pain and the road was long, they walked to the next town. There the Samaritan found an inn and asked the innkeeper to give him what was necessary to make the man comfortable.
     The next day, the Samaritan gave money to the innkeeper to pay for the wounded man to stay at the inn until he got better. The Samaritan promised to come back in a few days and pay whatever else was needed to bring the man back to health.
     When Jesus finished telling this story, he asked the lawyer, “Which one of these three men acted like a neighbor to the man who fell among thieves?” The lawyer said, “The one who showed kindness.” “Yes,” said Jesus, “go and do the same.”
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session8/123425.shtml
2.8: John L. Cashin, Witness for Justice (654 words)
     One day in Alabama, in 1968, as farmers worked in their fields, a small airplane swooped into view. The farmers looked up wonderingly as papers fluttered out of the plane, into the sky and came swirling down to earth all around them. The papers were flyers about the upcoming elections—flyers with a picture of an eagle and the names of the candidates the pilot of the airplane liked the best.
     That pilot was John L. Cashin. He hoped those farmers would vote for the candidates of the National Democratic Party, a political party he founded to help African Americans run in Alabama’s elections. He wanted the farmers, and everyone else, to know that these candidates, if elected, would use their positions in government to make life better and more fair for the farmers, their families, and all their neighbors.
     John Cashin was not only a pilot, he was a dentist, too, and a husband, and a father of three children. He himself had run for mayor in his town, Hunstville, Alabama. He did not win. Later in his life, he would run for governor of the state of Alabama. He didn’t win that election, either, but then again, he had not expected to win.
     In those days in Alabama, African Americans had little chance of winning public office. Even though about one third of Alabama’s people were Black, the Alabama state government had no elected officials who were African American. Very few Blacks ran for election. Very few Blacks could even vote in elections. They were kept away by unfair laws—sometimes called “Jim Crow” laws—and by threats of violence by white people who did not want their black neighbors to vote.
     So, with so little chance to win, why did John L. Cashin run for mayor, and then for governor? Well, John was an activist who understood the power of public witness. And he had made a promise when he was 11 years old, to do whatever he could to get Blacks involved in the political process and to speak out against the injustices that kept them away. Every time John Cashin put his name on a ballot and his picture on election posters and flyers, he caught the dreams of other African Americans in Alabama. Campaign speeches gave him a chance to make some noise for justice, and speak out against laws that were not fair to African Americans.
     When John Cashin formed the National Democratic Party, he chose as its symbol, an eagle—the well-known symbol of American freedom. With eagles printed all over their flyers and signs and posters, the National Democratic Party made sure even blacks who could not read could vote for justice-loving candidates, the ones with the eagles by their names. Soon, African Americans in Alabama were running for sheriff, city councils, and judgeships—and the National Democratic Party helped get many get elected.
     Cashin did not have to witness alone. His family, his Unitarian Universalist congregation in Huntsville, Alabama, and many other UUs and friends joined him. They came to his rallies, made their own speeches to support him, and helped him raise money to run for elections. Like John, they believed that to witness against the wrongs committed against African Americans was an important way to show their faith.
     Over time in Alabama, more African Americans voted. More African Americans ran for public office, and won. As more African Americans became part of the Democratic and Republican parties, John Cashin’s National Democratic Party was less important for public witness, and it was dissolved.
     John Cashin died in 2011. We can be a new generation witnessing for justice. Every time we speak up against a wrong or support people to speak up for themselves, we are part of John Cashin’s legacy. He witnessed for the justice he wanted to see in his community and in our nation—an America where everyone’s vote is counted.
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs/session15/288119.shtml

2.9: Churches are Helpers by Martha Dallas (455 words)
     Have you ever wondered how it came to be that churches are known as places where you can get a helping hand when you need one?
     It seems to me that a key source of the charitable nature of churches goes all the way back to the time of Jesus. You see, in the society in which Jesus lived—in his time and place—things were very unfair and unjust. At that time, there were a few people at the top who were rich and powerful. And there were a bunch of people at the bottom, and these were people who were: thirsty, hungry, and poor. They were homeless and sick and disabled. And in that society, the people at the bottom were considered to be “untouchable.” It was thought that people who needed these kinds of help were so much at the bottom that if you even touched one of them, you risked becoming untouchable, yourself. There were even rules and codes to follow to make sure that the classes of society remained safely separated from each other.
     And you know what Jesus thought about this? He absolutely believed it was wrong, and he rejected this unfair society with people on the bottom who were considered untouchable. He preached against it, and what’s more: he acted against it. He deliberately hung out with the untouchable people. And what’s more, he touched them. In fact, there are stories of Jesus’ healing touch—touching all these people at the bottom whom society told him not to touch.  Jesus showed these people mercy, compassion, and love, and the stories of his healing touch have come down through the centuries to us.
     Well, the Gospels that speak about Jesus, and the early church that emerged—took this part of Jesus’ message to heart. The church believed that if someone is thirsty, you should give them something to drink. If you find someone who’s hungry, you offer them food. If you see someone who is poor, give them some money so they can buy what they need. For people who are homeless, offer them shelter. With those who are sick, help them get medicine and treatment for their illness. And for people with disabilities, offer them a helping hand so they can get around in the world. Following Jesus’ example, this is what the church has worked to do.
     Because when you see someone who has a need for help, and then you decide to offer them the kind of help that they need, well, that’s God, right there. When you offer a helping hand to someone who needs it, you allow a little bit of Heaven to shine, right here on earth. And that’s what we’re doing today.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/churches-are-helpers

2.10: Wake Up to Injustice by Gail Forsyth-Vail (376 words)
This story was created collaboratively by several religious educators. As you prepare to share it, read the 1966 Ware Lecture “Don’t Sleep Through the Revolution,” by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered at the Unitarian Universalist Association General Assembly in Hollywood, Florida, May 18, 1966.
     There was a man named Rip van Winkle who liked to share stories and was kindly to children, but he avoided hard work or anything he thought unpleasant. One day, as the story goes, he found a nice grassy place on a mountain and he fell fast asleep. But this was no ordinary nap. Rip Van Winkle slept for over 20 years!
     Twenty years!!! What do you suppose he missed [take several answers]. As a matter of fact, the most important thing that Rip Van Winkle missed was the American Revolution. When he went up the mountain, he lived in a British colony. When he came down 20 years later, he lived in the new United States.
This is an old and famous story, but would you be surprised to know that it was a favorite of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King? It is one he told a lot. As a matter of fact, he told it to a huge crowd of Unitarian Universalists in 1966, about 50 years ago. He talked about the Civil Rights movement, and urged all those who heard him to wake up, to not sleep through the big changes that were happening all around as Black people and their supporters worked to gain equality rights. He asked white people in particular not to be asleep and ignore injustice. He urged people to Wake Up!
     Well, in the last few months a new set of leaders from the People of Color community are sending the same message Dr. King sent 50 years ago, “Wake Up! Many of the injustices- much of the unfairness- is still here. And there are some new injustices. Wake up!”
     So I’m going to ask you to help me deliver this message to the Unitarian Universalists who are sitting right here in the sanctuary with us. Can you help me wake everyone up? Let’s practice saying, “Wake Up to Injustice!” [Say this with them a couple of times, and invite the children to be loud! On the third try, invite the whole congregation to join you.]
     And many people who have not been paying attention, who have been “asleep” are waking up to injustice thanks to the new young leaders. We’ll talk more about waking up in our RE groups, and perhaps you may want to talk with your families about times when they have “woken up” to injustice- and perhaps are “waking up” even today.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/story/wake-injustice

2.11: Toribio Quimada Making A Difference by Ellen Gold (831 words)
By Ellen Gold. Based on information in the book, Maglipay Universalist, by Fred Muir (Annapolis, Maryland: Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis, 2001) and a 2002 review of Muir’s book by Rosemary Bray McNatt in UU World magazine.
     I bet some of you love to read. Maybe you have a favorite book. Maybe you like to read street signs out loud, or read magazines at home, or read the words to your favorite songs.
     Maybe you do not love reading. But most people agree that reading certainly is useful, especially if you are curious about things.
     What if you were not allowed to learn to read? What if you were forbidden to read, or told you could not learn to read or write until you were older?
That is what happened to Toribio Quimada. He grew up in the Philippines in the 1930s. The Philippines are a group of islands off the southeast coast of Asia. Toribio lived on the Island of Negros.
     Toribio’s family were farmers. That is one reason Toribio did not learn to read when he was your age. He and his sisters and brothers worked instead of going to school. They planted rice, herded cattle, and did other farm chores. When he was ten, he started school, but school cost money and his family did not have much. He got to go to the Minglanilla School for only a few years.
     There was another reason Toribio did not learn to read when he was your age. It was not important in his family’s religion. They were Catholics in a time and place where only priests were allowed to read the Bible. That was one book Toribio very much wanted to read, because he was very curious about religion. But when he was your age, Toribio had no books and could not read at all.
     Toribio wanted more from life. He had many questions. He wondered what was true, what God was like, and how religion and faith were connected to all that he did.
     In 1937, Toribio’s family moved into the home of a cousin who was not Catholic. Reading the Bible was allowed, and Toribio did it. He studied the Bible very carefully. After reading and thinking and thinking and reading, he made the choice to leave the Catholic Church. He wanted to be part of a religion where the members were allowed to read their religious book. He joined a Protestant church called Iglesia Universal de Cristo, where reading the Bible was encouraged.
     Toribio took part in many activities at Iglesia Universal de Cristo. He learned so much that he was asked to teach Sunday school there. He had come a long way from not knowing how to read or write. In time, Toribio became a minister. Sometimes he traveled around the Philippine Islands, so people in many different villages could learn about Iglesia Universal de Cristo. Toribio continued to search for truth and meaning. Yet, even though he was now a minister, neither reading nor his new religion could answer all Toribio’s questions.
     The most important questions were about God and love. Toribio believed in a God that loved all people, no matter what country they lived in, what religion they were, what they looked like, or whether they broke any rules. He believed we all ought to love everyone, exactly the way the God in Toribio’s mind would do.
     One day, Toribio found out there was a church in America called a Universalist Church. “Universal” was the kind of love Toribio believed in. Toribio was curious and wrote them a letter. Although his letter got lost and nobody replied, he wrote more letters to Universalist churches in America. Can you imagine, before there was any Internet, if a letter arrived at our congregation from as far away as the Philippines? Finally, some Universalists in Massachusetts heard from Toribio Quimada and wrote back.
     As Toribio read the books they sent him, he was happy that others shared his Universalist ideas. Universalism talked about a God and a love that included the whole universe — every person, and the world we share. In Universalism, everyone could read the Bible, and more: Everyone was encouraged to think their own thoughts about what they read. Toribio liked that.
     In 1955, Toribio founded the Universalist Church of the Philippines. He went on to help many people in his country, working on the Island of Negros where he was raised.
     Universalism talked about equal love for everyone, and that meant things should be fair. Some people in the Philippines did not agree with that. Some people thought being obedient was more important than seeking fairness. Some did not like the changes Toribio’s religion might bring to their country. They set his home on fire, and he died there.
     But the people who had learned from Toribio kept practicing Universalism, and so did others. His hard work was never forgotten. The Universalist Church Toribio founded was renamed the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Philippines. Its members are part of our faith today. Like us, they continue to search for truth and meaning. They continue to look for justice and freedom for all people, just as Toribio would have wanted.
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session1/132144.shtml
[bookmark: _Hlk32135138]
3.0: Children’s Books about Equity/Fairness
3.1: It's Not Fair!: A Book About Having Enough by Caryn Rivadeneira (Author), Isabel Munoz (Illustrator) 2018
[image: It's Not Fair!: A Book About Having Enough]     “Roxy Ramirez has saved up for weeks to buy a chemistry set, and now she's headed to the toy store to buy it! There's only one problem: along the way, she keeps running into friends who are in trouble, and need her to dip into her savings to help. Will she have enough money left over to buy something for herself?”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DdvrNMzpqo (5:27)


[image: Tops & Bottoms (Caldecott Honor Book): Stevens, Janet, Stevens, Janet:  9780152928513: Amazon.com: Books]3.2: Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens (1995)
     “Once a upon a time, there was a lazy Bear and a clever Hare. Bear had lots of money and lots of land but all he wanted to do was sleep. Hare had nothing but hungry children, so he came up with a plan to convince Bear to split his land down the middle—tops and bottoms. Hare can work all day and Bear can sleep.
     “It’s the perfect solution! Or is it?”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxXF1hkrT0c (6:11)

3.3: It's Not Fair! by Amy Krouse Rosenthal (Author) and Tom Lichtenheld (Illustrator) (2008)
[image: It's Not Fair!: Rosenthal, Amy Krouse, Lichtenheld, Tom: 9780061152573:  Amazon.com: Books]     “It’s not FAIR!” Why'd I get the smaller half? Why don't you yell at her? Why does my team always lose? Why can't we have a pet giraffe?  Because that's life. Life doesn’t always go the way we want it to
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=su1zz_YVBqU (3:17)




3.4: When Sophie Gets Angry—Really, Really Angry... by Molly Bang (1999)
[image: Image result for When Sophie Gets Angry--Really, Really Angry... by Molly Bang"]     “Sophie is playing with a toy gorilla when her sister takes it from her for her turn. Sophie gets really angry and she is ready to explode, but instead she cries, climbs a tree and tries to calm herself.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFvZOjGUTYk (3:37)
Teaching Resource: https://www.prindleinstitute.org/books/when-sophie-gets-angry/ 




3.5: Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes (2006)
[image: ]“Lilly absolutely loves school, especially her teacher, Mr. Slinger. When she grows up, Lilly wants to be a teacher just like Mr. Slinger. One day, she comes to class with a shiny, new, plastic purse. All Lilly wants to do is show off her purse to the class, despite Mr. Slinger’s requests. Lilly gets angry and draws a mean picture of Mr. Slinger because she didn’t think he was being fair, but later realizes she has acted rashly when Mr. Slinger gives her a note and snacks. The next day, Lilly apologizes to Mr. Slinger and the two rekindle their relationship.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urB6gh-E59Q (12:35)
Teaching Resource: https://www.prindleinstitute.org/books/Lillys-Purple-Plastic-Purse/

[image: New Shoes [Book]]3.6: New Shoes by Susan Lynn Meyer (Author) and Eric Velasquez (Illustrator) (2016)
     “Ella Mae is used to wearing her cousin's hand-me-down shoes—but when her latest pair is already too tight, she's thrilled at the chance to get  new shoes.
     “But at the shoe store, Ella Mae and her mother have to wait until there are no white customers to serve first. She doesn't get to try anything on, either—her mother traces her feet onto a sheet of paper, and the salesman brings them a pair he thinks will fit.
     “Disappointed by her treatment, Ella Mae and her cousin Charlotte hatch a plan to help others in their community find better-fitting shoes without humiliation.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOJFPKaWbxk (5:05)











[image: One Grain of Rice: A Mathematical ...]3.7: One Grain of Rice: A Mathematical Folktale by Demi (1997
     “Long ago in India, there lived a raja who believed that he was wise and fair. But every year he kept nearly all of the people's rice for himself.  Then when famine came, the raja refused to share the rice, and the people went hungry. Then a village girl named Rani devises a clever plan. She does a good deed for the raja, and in return the raja lets her choose her reward. Rani asks for just one grain of rice, doubled every day for thirty days. Through the surprising power of doubling, one grain of rice grows into more than one billion grains of rice—and Rani teaches the raja a lesson about what it truly means to be wise and fair.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyN1n8ocC7o (8:24)

3.8: Yoon and the Jade Bracelet by Helen Recorvits (Author) and Gabi Swiatkowska (Illustrator) (2008)
[image: Yoon and the Jade Bracelet]     “It is Yoon's birthday and all she wants is a jump rope so she can play with the other girls in the school yard. Instead, Yoon's mother gives her a Korean storybook about a silly girl who is tricked by a tiger. Yoon also receives a jade bracelet that once belonged to her grandmother. The next day at school, a girl offers to teach Yoon how to jump rope, but for a price: she wants to borrow the jade bracelet. When Yoon tries to get her bracelet back, the girl swears it belongs to her. Yoon must use the lessons learned in her storybook and her "Shining Wisdom" to retrieve the precious keepsake.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0LdYRljYHQ (8:43)

3.9: Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman, author and Caroline Binch, illustrator (1991)
[image: Amazon.com: Amazing Grace (Grace-picture Books) (9780803710405 ...]“This classic picture book is about a girl names Grace, whose favorite pastime is writing her own stories to act out for her family and friends. When her school holds auditions for Peter Pan, the talented Grace is heartbroken to hear that she can’t be Peter because she’s a girl — and black. It’s Grace’s grandmother who teaches her that if she has enough confidence and determination, she can be whatever her heart desires.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmIfdJRsSGQ (5:49)



[image: Strictly No Elephants: Mantchev, Lisa, Yoo, Taeeun: 9781481416474:  Amazon.com: Books]3.10: Strictly No Elephants by Lisa Mantchev, author and Taeeun Yoo, illustrator (2015)
     “Today is Pet Club day. There will be cats and dogs and fish, but strictly no elephants are allowed. The Pet Club doesn’t understand that pets come in all shapes and sizes, just like friends. Now it is time for a boy and his tiny pet elephant to show them what it means to be a true friend.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2G1c6ozWRQs (3:18)




3.11: The Boy Who Wouldn't Share by Mike Reiss (Author) and David Catrow (Illustrator) (2008)
[image: The Boy Who Wouldn't Share]     Edward has oodles of toys but doesn't share any of them with his little sister, Claire. She cannot ride his rocking horse, hug his teddy bear, or even think about touching his Slinky.
     “‘They're mine!’ he says. That is, until one day when Edward finds himself stuck under his enormous pile of toys and can't move! With a little help from an unlikely ally, he learns that if he can share with others, they'll share right back with him.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8yOUIBXa5Q (4:01)

[bookmark: _Hlk22738684]4.0: Curriculum & Theme-Based Classroom Activities for Children
        from Tapestry of Faith
4.1: Chalice Children: A Program about Our Unitarian Universalist Community for Preschoolers
4.1.1: Session 10: Helping Others
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/chalicechildren/session10
Helping is one way to bring about equity.
Participants will:
· Understand that caring for others is an important part of being a Unitarian Universalist
· Express their own caring by creating cards for people who are lonely or sick
· Connect the story with their caring feelings.

4.2: Creating Home: A Program on Developing a Sense of Home Grounded in Faith for Grades K-1
4.2.1: Session 10: Tango
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/home/session10 
The story, “A Penguin Family,” advances equity by supporting the right of gay couples to adopt children. The book, And Tango makes Three, has been banned by two school districts in Florida.
“Participants will:
· Play a dancing game in which they choose partners 
· Honor diverse families by making badges recognizing family members and their roles
· Through a story about Tango and her family, learn about family diversity
· Identify some of the elements that bond families
· Discuss how we enter faith families
· Affirm their sense of belonging by telling stories about entering and belonging in their faith family …
· Learn that people fill more than one role in a family.”
   You can also watch a video reading of the book, “And Tango makes Three” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGZHD4SKmQU (6:36). This book is also available in print and on Kindle.

4.3: Wonderful Welcome: A Program for Children Grades K-1
4.3.1: Session 3: The Gift Of Forgiveness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/welcome/session3/118166.shtml 
Forgiveness can promote equity by helping to heal past harms and create level playing fields going forward.
“Participants will:
· Explore the value and the challenges of giving and receiving the gift of forgiveness
· Through role-play, learn to use forgiveness to resolve conflict in their own lives
· Plan consequences for breaking the group covenant
· Reflect on a story in which forgiveness brings peace between friends and helps them accomplish something together”
4.3.2: Session 4: The Gift of Kindness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/welcome/session4 
Among other things, the Golden Rule is an invitation to creating equity. 
“Participants will:
· Explore the value of the Golden Rule
· Create a ‘Golden Ruler’ to represent being kind to others
· Learn how kindness is an important part of welcome
· Hear a story in which Jesus explains the Golden Rule.”
4.3.3: Session 7: The Gift of Helping
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/welcome/session7
Helping is one way to bring about equity.
“Participants will:
· Consider a story about how people help others by contributing to an organization that helps families develop sustainable agricultural livelihoods
· Experience connectedness through an active game
· Make a Helping Hands Wreath to represent working collectively in the service of others.”
4.3.4: Session 9: The Gift of Mutual Caring
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/welcome/session9 
The story, Leila Raises a Puppy, involves a guide dog, an animal that creates equity by serving a person who requires such a work anaimal.
Participants will:
· Learn that some animals have been trained to assist people with special needs and how these working animals are different from pets
· Understand how working animals exemplify care between species, an intangible gift the children can give and receive
· Explore their own interactions with animals as pets, at a zoo, in books or electronic media, or in nature
· Identify elements of a mutual caring relationship between a human and an animal, including responsibility, affection, loyalty, and help
· Connect caring relationships between humans and animals with the larger concept of the interdependent web of life, the seventh Unitarian Universalist Principle
· Make gifts for animal friends and/or sell dog biscuits to raise funds for a guide dog school or a no-kill shelter.
4.3.5: Session 11: The Gift of Stewardship
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/welcome/session11
Stewardship is a way of creating resources to advance equity.
“Participants will:
· Learn how people in the congregation give the gift of stewardship in a variety of ways
· Hear a parable of Jesus which suggests that no matter how much money we have, all of us are capable of giving the gift of stewardship
· Practice being generous with their time, talents, and "treasure" to act as stewards of the congregation.”

4.4: Love Surrounds Us: A Program on the UU Principles and Beloved Community for Grades K-1
4.4.1: Session 2: Love Surrounds Us Sharing
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session2
The first principle is important in understanding why it is essential to advance equity.
“Participants will:
· Actively explore the song Love Surrounds Me in a circle game
· Experience respect for others in activities that appeal to several different learning styles
· Experience how our words and actions impact others.
· Explore the first Principle, ‘We believe each and every person is important’
· Connect the first Principle to specific words and actions that are respectful
· Compare the first Principle to the Beatitudes from Christian scripture.
4.4.2: Session 4: Forgiveness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/lovesurrounds/session4 
Forgiveness can promote equity by helping to heal past harms and create level playing fields going forward.
“Participants will:
· Explore how love and forgiveness connect us, through a sewing project
· Experience a story of forgiveness drawn from Genesis 43:16-46:7 in Hebrew scripture
· Practice using the words of forgiveness “you are forgiven” and “I forgive you,” in a game.”

4.5: Moral Tales: A Program on Making Choices for Grades 2-3
4.5.1: Session 4: In Another’s Shoes
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session4 
[bookmark: _Hlk108976427]The Seal Hunter in the story, The Wounded Seal, learns why equity is important.
“Participants will:
· Take pride in sharing acts of goodness and justice they have done (or witnessed) in the “Gems of Goodness” project
· Hear and act out a story about how someone learns to see things from another perspective.
· Learn to listen and speak empathetically
· Participate in clean-up together
· Optional: Practice using empathy as they write cards or letters to advocate protection of seals from hunting”
4.5.2: Session 7: Seeing Others with Awe
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session7
The first principle is a basis for equity which can be secured by working for justice.
“This session will:
· Explore the implications of the first Unitarian Universalist principle, the inherent worth and dignity of every person
· Introduce the idea of “awe” and the notion that all living beings are worthy of awe
· Acquaint participants further with one another as they learn to value their similarities and differences
· Demonstrate that seeing others with awe leads to interactions that are characterized by justice and goodness”
4.5.3: Session 8: Do unto Others
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session8
Among other things, the Golden Rule is an invitation to creating equity. 
“Participants will:
· Participate in the “Gems of Goodness” exercise
· Hear a story illustrating an act of compassion for a stranger
· Participate in a cooperative game in which they think about how they would like to be treated, and have an opportunity to treat others with care
· Imagine how they might apply the Golden Rule to a variety of scenarios
· Visualize and portray the concept that all people are our neighbors
· Optional: Planning a faith in action projects in which they will practice reaching out with kindness to neighbors near and far.”
4.5.4: Session 9: Generosity: Give and Ye Shall Receive
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session9
Generosity is a part of any equity equation. Without it equity is a zero-sum game. 
“Participants will:
· Learn an example of generosity from a true story about an Islamic man who gave away caravans of food to hungry villagers during a drought
· Consider the benefits of generosity from the points of view of both the giver and the receiver
· Explore the gifts of time, talent, and mentorship they can offer other children by sharing their home-made modeling dough with a younger group.”
4.5.5: Session 13: Justice for All
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/tales/session13 
In the story, The Dog and the Heartless King, the barking dog causes equity to be advanced.
“Participants will:
· Hear a story about a situation of inequitable distribution of wealth and how it was made more just
· Practice noticing and protesting and call attention to unfairness through a game in which participants "bark" at injustice
· Learn to recognize a variety of unjust situations and identify ways to make them more fair
· Experience inequity and engage in a process for bringing justice during an unfair snack activity.”

4.6: Faithful Journeys: A Program about Pilgrimages of Faith in Action for Grades 2-3
4.6.1: Session 4: Be Fair
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session4
Fannie Barrier Williams’ (1855-1944), who worked for justice, for voting rights for women, and for racial justice for Blacks, all of which pursued equity.
   Watch an illustrated UU story of her life at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-seEAWwhDQk (6:52)
“Participants will:
· Learn about justice work in our Unitarian Universalist history, through a story about Fannie Barrier Williams
· Experience and process inclusion and exclusion
· Explore combining their individual personal agencies to accomplish change by creating a Faithful Journeys Action Club and choosing its purpose
· Identify ways they do or could act that reflect the signpost ‘Be Fair’
· Name ways they did or could translate their Unitarian Universalist faith and/or Principles into action.”
4.6.2: Session 15: Protect the Earth
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session15 
Phebe and Nika Meyers co-founded Change the World Kids in 1998 to support migratory songbirds in Vermont who wintered in Costa Rico. The seesion is an example of directing equity towaard the Earth. Importantly, Change the World Kids continues to operate. 
   See https://www.changetheworldkids.com/. 
   See “Phebe Meyers’ speech at Brower Youth Awards” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YFPyOGT8pU (4:08). Phebe is now a renowned long-distance hiker. 
“Participants will:
· Connect Unitarian Universalism with actions that affirm human responsibility to protect the interdependent web of all life of which we are a part
· Identify with contemporary children who act in faith to help the environment
· Engage in environmentally responsible action by creating “Make a Difference” signs to display at home and in your congregation and/or making reusable cloth bags their families can use instead of plastic bags
· Identify actions they might take that would reflect the signpost “Protect the Earth”
· Name ways they did or could translate their Unitarian Universalist faith and/or Principles into action.”


4.7: Love Will Guide Us: A Program for Grades 2-3 that Applies the Wisdom of the Six Sources to the Big Questions
4.7.1: Session 7: Give Love
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveguide/session7
Kindness is often leads to equity as we make the world a fairer place. 
“Participants will:
· Learn the second Unitarian Universalist Source—in children’s language, ‘people of long ago and today whose lives remind us to be kind and fair’—by hearing, saying, singing, and writing it
· Experience giving the gift of time to younger children in the congregation
· Understand giving one’s time as an expression of love
· Introduce Ralph Waldo Emerson as an important figure in Unitarian history
· Reflect on a story in which a daughter teaches her father how giving one’s time can express love.”
4.7.2: Session 8: Love Is Accepting
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveguide/session8
Accepting people as they are is a basis for extending equity.
“Participants will:
· Experience the fourth Source of Unitarian Universalism, “Jewish and Christian teachings which tell us to love all other as we love ourselves,” through a story from Hebrew scripture
· Understand that a Unitarian Universalist faith guides us to accept everyone as they are—the same way we want to be accepted—regardless of how someone’s behavior matches the gender we perceive them to be
· Explore gender roles and stereotypes in an age-appropriate manner
· Build emotional self-awareness, emotional expression, and empathy.”
4.7.3: Session 16: Love Is the Golden Rule
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveguide/session16 
Living by the Golden Rule can be used to increase equity.
“Participants will:
· Demonstrate and strengthen knowledge of the seven Unitarian Universalist Sources, as expressed in child-friendly language
· Explore in both religious and concrete terms what it means to be guided by love as the Golden Rule
· Express understanding of the connections among our faith, our Sources, and love, by creating Love Will Guide Us night sky displays.”

4.8: Signs of our Faith: A Program about Being UU Every Day for Grades 2-3
4.8.1: Session 6: Signs of Caring
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs/session6  
The sharing of joys and concerns can make people aware of where equity is absent and respond to address specific needs.
“Participants will:
· Understand a Sharing of Joys and Concerns ritual as a symbol of our UU belief that we are interconnected and must care for one another
· Share joys and concerns in community
· Identify themselves as loving individuals, capable of providing care and worthy of receiving care, and understand that caring actions can be a sign of their UU faith
· Demonstrate caring, by making “caring candles” for the congregation.”
4.8.2: Session 7: We Share
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs/session7 
Sharing is one way of addressing inequity. 
“Participants will:
· Identify themselves as people who know how and why to share
· Understand UU rituals: Flower Communion, Water Communion, Bread Communion, etc.
· Experience saying a grace over food as a ritual that affirms sharing
· Acknowledge sharing as a religious value and commit to sharing as a way to be UU every day.”
4.8.3: Session 12: Stewardship Is a Sign
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs/session12 
Stewardship and generosity can create resources to address inequity.
“Participants will:
· Practice stewardship of the congregation
· Experience the good feelings being generous can bring, through a joyous song
· Understand the ritual of offertory.”
4.8.4: Session 15: Witness for Justice: Public Signs of Our UU Values
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs/session15
The story of John Cashing illustrates the work involved in seeking equity.
“Participants will:
· Understand public witness as a form of justice work through viewing and learning about examples of public witness
· Understand public witness a sign of Unitarian Universalist faith
· Hear words from the Prophet Muhammad that name good actions
· Learn about John L. Cashin, a UU ancestor who witnessed for racial justice
· Discover the congregation's public witness ministry and explore a role in it
· Share stories of times they have witnessed or stood up for justice.”

4.9: Toolbox of Faith: A Program That Helps Children Discover the Uses of Faith got Grades 4-5
4.9.1: Session 7: Democratic Process (Chalk)
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/toolbox/session7
The democratic process is an important tool in redressing inequity. In the story, “Olympia Brown Gets the Vote,” Olympia Brown (1835-1926) traveled throughout Kansas in 1867 speaking in favor of a vote on two amendments to the Kansas constitution: one to give the vote to women and the other to give the vote to Black men. It was difficult, but she kept going. Both amendments lost. From then on, she divided her time between ministry and suffrage. She voted for the first time on November 2, 1920.
   See “Love Unrelenting” about Olympia Brown at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZ_bjTjKmoI (3:06) 
   See “No Place for Angels: Olympia Brown Speaks” as Elizabeth Cowie assumes the role of Olympia Brown. Drawing on biographical material and Olympia Brown’s own words, we will explore the legacy of this groundbreaking woman. Start at 3:55 of this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6nYwNenPIg (25:31)
“Participants will:
· Engage in voting processes, using ballots and chalk
· Share insights and reflections about the democratic process
· Learn about a time in United States history when women did not have a vote and how a Universalist worked to change that
· Experience a variety of contexts for and modes of group decision-making
· Reflect on the challenges and implications of using voting and consensus building to make group decisions”
4.9.2: Session 8: Power (Hammer)
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/toolbox/session8
Power has created inequity that exists in the status quo and it can provide resources to create equity. In the story, “Theodore Parker and The Fugitive Slaves: Refusing to Follow an Unjust Law,” Theodore Parker (1810-1860), who had long been an abolitionist, began actively opposing the Fugitive Slave Law that was passed in 1850. hammer for good.
   For background see “Theodore Parker, heretical prophet,” at https://www.uuworld.org/articles/theodore-parker-heretical-prophet 
“Participants will:
· Connect the symbol of a hammer with the power for good
· Hear a story about a Unitarian minister and a community of abolitionists who used their power to question government authority and defy the Fugitive Slave Law, contributing to the anti-slavery cause
· Experience power and strength in a variety of games
· Learn a song that uses the hammer as a metaphor for an individual’s power to fight injustice
· Reflect on the implications of using power, and how it can be used for good or for bad”
4.9.3: Session 14: Justice (Flashlight)
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/toolbox/session14 
Shining a light uncovered on the story about the Sharps. It can also uncover the lack of equity in so many places. 
“Participants will:
· Reflect on the variety of ways to work for justice as Unitarian Universalists
· Confront the challenge presented by a call to shine one's light on global issues at the expense of helping with family and local issues
· Explore and release tension about difficult justice issues, through play
· Express hope for justice using the symbolism of shining their own light
· Create a personal ‘light’ to symbolize the light in each person.”

4.10: Windows and Mirrors: A Program about Diversity for Grades 4-5
4.10.1: Session 4: Building A Community Of Forgiveness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/windows/session4
Forgiveness can promote equity by helping to heal past harms and create level playing fields going forward.
“Participants will:
· Practice the skills of offering forgiveness to those who have broken a covenant
· Connect their own thoughts and experiences with a story about a group of Buddhist students’ experience of covenant and forgiveness
· Articulate ways they express and consider ways to enforce the group covenant
· Understand how practicing forgiveness helps heal hurt feelings
· Commit to practicing at home forgiveness skills learned during the session.”
4.10.2: Session 9: Lean On Me
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/windows/session9 
The story, “The First Supporter,” illustrates the ways Mohamed’s wife, Khadija supported Mohamed. Equity is a type of support that we canextend to others.
“Participants will:
· [bookmark: _Hlk149038829]Hear a story from the Muslim faith about how the support of Mohamed’s wife, Khadija, was crucial to his acceptance of his calling
· Experience and process a trust walk—a physical exploration of giving and receiving support
· Develop empathy by imagining what it must have been like for Khadija, the wife of Mohamed, to be his first supporter.”
4.10.3: Session 10: Service Is The Rent We Pay For Living
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/windows/session10
Often service workers are not treated equitably.
“Participants will:
· Identify and appreciate the service jobs people do that ensure the health and welfare of the larger society
· Explore difficulties and challenges inherent in public service, including the potential complexity of determining one’s duty or responsibility
· Hear a story about Arjuna and reflect on a conflict about military service
· Create cards conveying good wishes and appreciation to recovering military personnel at a veterans’ hospital.”
4.10.4: Session 11: Privilege Is A Blessing We Give Away To Be In Community
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/windows/session11 
Juliette Hampton Morgan (1914-1957) attempted to make visible the way the Black community did not have equity with whites. She came from a wealthy family in Montgomery, Alabama, and demonstrated what it means to be a white ally supporting Blacks. She persevered for years, writing letters beginning in 1939, against the unfair treatment of Blacks, including Rosa Parks. Unfortunately, Morgan, the target of hostility, did not have allies and she died much too young.
   See “Juliette Hampton Morgan | They Dared,” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnPly8qQKQY (2:52)
“Participants will:
· Explore their own gifts, talents and opportunities
· Learn to distinguish between gifts, talents and opportunities we develop by hard work and practice and those we are born with (privileges)
· Learn the story of Juliette Hampton Morgan and her choice to use her privileges as an upper-class white person to fight racial injustice in Montgomery, Alabama
· Experience the personal and community value of sharing one’s privileges generously through a game and a Faith in Action project.”
4.10.5: Session 13: Images of Injustice
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/windows/session13 
The story, “Charles Dickens,” illustrates the need for equity for the have-nots. See the excellent short video about Dickens at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BgvsWy6bKo (5:30).
“Participants will:
· Learn about 19th-century Unitarian writer Charles Dickens
· Learn the terms ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’ and apply them to Dickens’ society and our own
· Explore how contemporary media portray extreme poverty and extreme wealth
· Identify specific ways for awareness of inequities to guide our faithful actions
· Reflect on their own lives, in terms of ‘abundance’ or ‘scarcity,’ and express this reflection on their individual Window/Mirror Panels.”

4.11: Love Connects Us: A Program on Living in Unitarian Universalist Covenant for Grades 4-5
4.11.1: Session 4: Love Your Neighbor as Yourself
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveconnects/session4 
The story of the two runners at the Special Olympics who helped a third runner illustrates a way of creating equity so everyone can cross the finish line. Hospitality is an ancient tradition of creating equity in small ways.
“Participants will:
· Reflect on and discuss a story that demonstrates both the ethic of reciprocity and a kind of radical hospitality
· Experience, in games and activities, how affirming one another deepens our connections and builds our sense of community
· Reflect on how radical hospitality enriches our communities and each of us as individuals
· Explore their individual responsibility and practical ways to offer radical hospitality to others.”
4.11.2: Session 5: Meeting People Where They Live
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveconnects/session5  
In the story, “Joseph Tuckerman’s Revolution,” Joseph Tuckerman (1778-1840) turned from parish ministry after 25 years to found the Benevolent Fraternity (aka Ben Frat) to help the poor in Boston. Its work continues as the Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministry. See https://www.uuum.org/. He used money from the wealthy to help the poor. His help was based on listening to what the poo needed rather than being driven by stereotypes held by the rich. He sought to provide equity for the poor.
“Participants will:
· Give examples of how they and their congregation embody a faith covenant through acts of service
· Learn about Joseph Tuckerman, Unitarian minister and pioneer in the field of social work
· Experience the theme of connections to Tuckerman’s work with waterfront families by tying sailor knots
· Experience Tuckerman’s method of asking families what service they needed, by interviewing one another
· Understand ‘service’ as an important Unitarian Universalist value.”

4.12: Sing to the Power: A Social Justice Program for Children Grades 4-5
4.12.1: Session 10: The Power of Passion
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/sing/session10
The story, “The Power of Half,” is about Hannah Salwen and her family and a transforming decision in support of the poor that illustrates how resources can be used to create equity. She video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whb9v3srQ8E (2:31).
“Participants will:
· Identify the expression of passion—the power of fire—in the story of Hannah Salwen and her family's journey to create change
· Practice advocacy by creating a case statement for a project they want the congregation to support and preparing to share their idea with congregational leaders
· Understand their own capability to bring forth passion into action for a good cause.”
4.12.2: Session 14: The Power of Persistence
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/sing/session14 
The story, “Phebe Hanaford Gets the Vote,” tells the story of Phebe Hanaford (1829-1921), an author, Universalist minister, suffragette, and, in a way, an early advocate for LGBTO+ rights. Her work for the vote sought to create more equity for women. 
“Participants will:
· Respond to the persistence of Phebe Hanford, a Universalist minister who worked for women’s suffrage for some 60 years and finally lived to see women get the right to vote
· Experience the effects of patience and persistence, by doing an art project that requires slow, careful work to make incremental changes
· Understand the importance of persistence and patience through enacting a play based on the story ‘The Old Alchemist.’”

4.13: Riddle and Mystery: A Program on the Big Questions for Grade 6
4.13.1: Session 8: Speaking of Fair
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/riddle/session8 
Fairness is a synonym for equity. 
“Participants will:
· Evaluate whether particular scenarios and life, in general, are fair
· Learn about Unitarian Universalist youth and adult efforts to correct injustice
· Apply Unitarian Universalist Principles and values to address hypothetical, typical sixth-grade fairness situations
· Optional: Create video news reports about Unitarian Universalist youth social justice efforts.”

4.14: Miracles: A Multigenerational Program on Living in Awe and Wonder
4.14.1: Session 6: The Miracle of Social Change
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/multigenerational/miracles/session-6 
The miracle of social change has advanced the cause of equity.
“Participants will:
· Explore what they believe constitutes a ‘miracle’ as they share experiences of ‘miracle moments’
· Feel empowered as agents for change through the metaphor of the ripple effect in water
· Identify community and global situations that ‘need a miracle’ and explore how individual action, grounded in love, could create the needed transformation.”

4.15: Circle of Trees: A Multigenerational Program about Nourishing Deep Connections with Nature
4.15.1: Workshop 8: Come Be With Trees
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/multigenerational/trees/workshop8 
Wangari Maathai (1940-2011) founded the Green Belt Movement, an activist project to rebalance environmental degradation, deforestation, and food insecurity, which has resulted in the planting of over 51 million trees. Planting the trees was an example of creating equity for the women.
“Participants will:
· Directly engage with trees and nature in a variety of ways
· Gain inspiration and a sense of empowerment from the story of Wangari Maathai
· Build on their understanding of and respect for trees through multiple modes of learning, including movement, meditation, and song
· Experience multigenerational learning.”

4.16: Gather the Spirit: A Multigenerational Program about Stewardship
4.16.1: Workshop 3: Separate Fires, Kindle One Flame
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/multigenerational/gather/workshop3
Caring for nature is equity extended to Earth.
“Participants will:
· Explore the outdoor area near their meeting with attention to how creatures appear and disappear into the care and holding of their environment
· Explore why caring for plant life is important
· Learn what contributions plant make to the environment.”
4.16.2: Workshop 5: Chorus of Life Resounding as One
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/multigenerational/gather/workshop5
The comparison of the two children shows the need for equity. In the story, “Mabouya, Chief of the Well,” Mabouya, the lizard was not a good steward of the well and did not provide equity for the other animals.
“Participants will:
· Imagine the relationship two different children, in different parts of the world, have with the water they use
· Consider what it means to claim ownership of water—a resource all life needs
· Understand how human boundaries and claims of ownership affect equitable sharing of this common global resource.”

4.17: Heeding the Call: A Program on Justice making for Junior High School Youth
4.17.1: Workshop 4: The Call for Empathy
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/call/workshop4
Empathy is an essential skill to recognize the need for equity.
“This workshop will:
· Identify empathy as a quality needed to bring about a more just world
· Examine how we can act with empathy in big and small ways
· Examine how words can demonstrate empathy
· Connect affirming and promoting the inherent worth and dignity of every person (first Principle) to fulfilling people’s basic needs.”
4.17.2: Workshop 7: The Call for Abundance
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/call/workshop7
A sense of abundance makes it easier to address issues of equity.
“Participants will:
· See a feeling of abundance as an important quality in justice making and imagine ways to appreciate abundance more
· Examine their lives in relation to abundance and scarcity
· Understand privilege and think of ways to create a world where more people have access to resources.”

Resources for Youth
5.0: Curriculum & Theme-Based Classroom Activities for Youth & Adults
     Youth
     A Tapestry of Faith
5.1: Virtue Ethics: An Ethical Development Program for High School Youth
5.1.1: Workshop 5: Fairness
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/virtueethics/workshop5 
The life of activist Lotta Hitschmanova continues to be awe-inspiring. She helped create the Unitarian Service Committee of Canada and foster its work. Fairness can result in equity.
“Participants will:
· Explore the meaning of fairness
· Learn about Lotta Hitschmanova, Czech- and Jewish-born refugee who escaped Nazism, immigrated to Canada, and directed the Unitarian Service Committee of Canada’s work in international aid
· Discuss dilemmas where fairness is tested
· Identify ways they do or could practice fairness, and commit to the future practice of fairness in their lives.”
5.1.2: Workshop 7: Compassion
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/virtueethics/workshop7
Compassion can compel action on behalf of equity.
“Participants will:
· Explore the meaning of compassion
· Discuss a dilemma where compassion is called for
· Identify experiences when they have, or have not, used compassion, and commit to practicing the virtue of compassion in a particular aspect of their life.”
5.1.3: Workshop 9: Generosity
Link: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/virtueethics/workshop9
Generosity can help secure equity for those who do not have enough. 
“Participants will:
· Explore the meaning of generosity
· Discuss dilemmas where generosity is needed
· Identify times they have used generosity and commit to the future use of generosity in their lives.”

6.0: Readings
6.1: Morality Matters by Lewis B. Smedes (225 words)
     Let's talk about moral goods, the sorts of goods that make us better persons for having them. They are properties of the human spirit. If we have them and if we tend to live in ways that demonstrate them in action, we are on the way to personal excellence.
     We used to call them virtues, qualities that make for excellence, sometimes greatness, but always goodness in people. Consider some examples: courage, compassion, fairness, loyalty, discernment, honesty, and modesty. Most people would consider anyone with a nice blend of qualities like these a good person.
     …We say that these are moral qualities and that people who have them are good people because they are likely to make life better for others. You can depend on them to keep life human around them. To be there for you when you need them. To care about people getting a fair deal. To help people who need help. To respect your privacy when you want to be left alone. To let you know the truth when they talk to you. And to keep their hands out of your pockets.
     The point is simply this: we call people good because they add to the goodness in other people's lives. Morality is always about keeping life good, or making it better, or preventing it from getting worse than it already is. 
Source: https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/14079 

6.2: The Strange Problem of Entitlement by Christine Pohl (159 words)
     Years ago, Paul Tournier observed that “no gift can bring joy to the one who has a right to everything.” While there is a healthy interpretation of entitlement that is tied to a sense of dignity and equality, when it is exaggerated, it brings continual dissatisfaction and an inability to be thankful for anything.
     …If we think that we deserve the gifts and blessings we have received, it is easy for us to become greedy for more benefits and to overlook the needs of others. We cultivate a capacity not to notice when “our benefit has come at someone else's expense.” Dissatisfaction as a way of life is encouraged by a consumerist culture that feeds notions of entitlement. We want more, and we want better — better bodies, newer cars, bigger churches, more beautiful homes, finer coffee. Somehow wanting these things morphs into the sense that, really, we deserve them. A cycle of generalized dissatisfaction fuels envy, striving, and buying.
Source: https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/22546 

6.3: Entitlement vs. Humility by Robert A. Emmons (207 words)
     If humility is the antidote to entitlement and a lack of gratitude, how can we get more of it? It is almost a contradiction to try to be humble. If we set humility as a personal goal and then succeed at it, would we not be proud of our accomplishment and thus not humble? As Ted Turner once remarked, 'If I only had a little humility, I would be perfect.' Humility appears to be so little, so meek, so unassuming, so well, humble. But we should not be deceived. The more I contemplate the requirements for cultivating gratitude, the more I am convinced of the necessity of humility. In gratitude and humility, we turn to realities outside of ourselves. We become aware of our limitations and our need to rely on others. In gratitude and humility, we acknowledge the myth of self-sufficiency. We look upward and outward to the sources that sustain us. Becoming aware of realities greater than ourselves shields us from the illusion of being self-made, being here on this planet by right — expecting everything and owing nothing. The humble person says that life is a gift to be grateful for, not a right to be claimed. Humility ushers in a grateful response to life.
Source: https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/24818 

6.4: The Myth of Human Supremacy by Derrick Jensen (268 words)
     The supremacist side …believes that members of “our” category – whatever that category may be – are superior to all others, and that this superiority entitles us to exploit them. In fact, our exploitation of these others is ultimately the primary way we know we’re superior. This side believes that difference leads to hierarchy. Men over women. Whites over non-whites. Civilized over indigenous. Humans over non-humans. Animals over plants. Plants over rocks. Mind over matter. …This side in this war believes all life is war, and that the point of life is to defeat others in this war, to scratch and claw and bite, and then to stab and shoot and bomb and poison your way to the top of the hierarchy you’ve set up …and then from the top to exploit all those below you, not merely so you gain the benefits from being so marvelous, but to maintain your position “at the top of the food chain.” …
     The non-supremacist side in this war believes that difference leads to complexity and community. A forest wouldn’t be a forest without the contributions of everyone who lives there. It recognizes that the exploitation of some other is no validation of superiority, but merely the exploitation of some other. It believes that life is not a war, but rather simply life, and the point of life is to live and die, and to do so in such a way that you contribute to the overall health of the community. The worldviews are simply that: worldviews. They’re not reality. Reality is more complex than any worldview. These worldviews have consequences for reality….
Source: https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/28167

6.5: Creating a Culture of Human Rights by Richard Amesbury and George M. Newlands (207 words)
     The claims of human rights make demands on all of us…. Opportunities are many; the challenge is to make the demanding move from spectator to participant in the global struggle for human dignity. …We offer the following ten suggestions for effective action:
1. Think globally. …The denial of human rights anywhere is a scandal everywhere.
2. Act locally. Start where you are…. Ask tough questions. …
3. Try to avoid the arrogance of cultural or national imperialism. …
4. Work in partnership with others. Remember that you are not alone. …Help raise awareness about human rights issues within your community.
5. Have faith that human rights action does make a difference. …
6. Keep hope alive. …Take courage from the example of others, and cultivate the virtue of hope (as distinct from naive optimism).
7. Practice peace and reconciliation. Don’t become embittered by the world’s evils. …
8. Make the most of the available resources, including the moral and intellectual resources of your (religious) tradition.
9. Persevere. Projects without adequate planning, resources, and willpower almost inevitably fail…. 
10. Focus on what matters most. Don’t become so preoccupied with any particular goal, strategy, or theory that you neglect the needs of the individuals it is meant to benefit.
Source: https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/18131

6.6: The Preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) by the United Nations (320 words)
     Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,
     Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people,
     Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law,
     Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations,
     Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,
     Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
     Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for the full realization of this pledge,
     Now, Therefore THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY proclaims THIS UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.
Source: https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/

6.7: Kindness: A Public Statement of Personal Dignity by Christopher Titmuss (244 words)
     We can bring loving kindness into many features of our life. There is something very satisfying about contributing to the happiness and security of others, although caring …makes us vulnerable. We might be misunderstood, overstretched, or caught up in conflict. 
     …We may profoundly disagree with other people. We may not feel any sympathy for their values and decisions, but we do not have to build a wall of resistance against them. Let’s never forget that our blood is all of one color. If we believe they are truly different, we cannot act wisely in the face of fresh information. When our mind hardens, it forms a barrier to our deeper feelings. Then we may make cold, negative judgements that probably won’t serve the true interests of others. Where there is kindness, we are willing to struggle with difficult decisions out of respect for others and ourselves.
     Some people get the idea that living with kindness is a mistake. Kind people always get walked over, they claim, and so they harden their hearts so that nobody can reach them. That same defensive wall also stops them from reaching deep within themselves. There are risks in kindness. The most obvious one is being taken advantage of by the selfish and the unscrupulous. Yes, that happens, but authentic kindness, tempered with equanimity, will not wither under such exploitation. Our kindness is then a public statement of personal dignity. Furthermore, a good conscience makes for a soft pillow.
Source: https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/13577

6.8: To Be a Hope by Cornell West (273 words)
     …I prefer to be a hope rather than talk about hope. Being a hope is being in motion, on the move with body on the line, mind set on freedom, soul full of courage, and heart shot through with love. Being a hope is forging moral and spiritual fortitude, putting on intellectual armor, and being willing to live and die for the empowerment of the wretched of the earth.
     Race matters in the twenty-first century are part of a moral and spiritual war over resources, power, souls, and sensibilities. In the face of the American way of war — defeat, destroy, devastate — I have the black freedom struggle and the Black musical tradition. I also pull from the rich resources of the LGBTQ communities, the feminist movement, Indigenous peoples' struggles, the environmental justice and otherly-abled communities, and immigrant rights and anti-imperialist organizations. This moral and spiritual way of war—remembrance, reverence, and resurrection—yields a radical love and revolutionary praxis. We remember the great visionary and exemplary figures and movements. These precious memories focus our attention on things that really matter—not spectacle, image, money and status but integrity, honesty, dignity and generosity. This focus locates and situates us in a long tradition of love warriors—not just polished professionals or glitzy celebrities—but courageous truth tellers who fell in love with the quest of justice, freedom, and beauty. And all great love …is resurrectionary. All great love transforms death into new life, turns your world upside-down, shatters callousness and indifference, frees you to treat people more decently and humanely, and bids you to choose a life of struggle with a smile and style….
Source: https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/28560

7.0: Popular Music
7.1: This is Me | Pride PMV by QueenOfCryptids (3:51)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NU5MpzQOvvw 
7.2: Imagine by John Lennon & The Plastic Ono Band (with the Flux Fiddlers) (3:53)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkgkThdzX-8 
7.3: Brave by Sara Bareilles (3:57)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUQsqBqxoR4
7.4: A change is gonna come by Sam Cooke, 1963 (3:10)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPr3yvkHYsE 
7.5: A Change Is Gonna Come | Playing For Change Band (6:36)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zDeBIA-vQ8 
7.6: Preach by John Legend (4:47)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0r1AJMK79g 

8.0: Videos
8.1: Equity Matters by National School Boards Assoc. (2:10)
     “The National School Boards Association is committed to helping ensure each and every student has, not just equal, but equitable opportunities and access to a high-quality education. "Equity Matters" shines a spotlight on the importance of educational equity.”
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/263029277 

8.2: Pay Equity by Starbucks Stories (2:49)
     “On March 21, 2018 Starbucks announced that they have reached 100 percent pay equity for partners of all genders and races performing similar work across the United States.
     “Sara Bowen is the director of the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility (IDEA) team at Starbucks. She and her team have been working for years to develop the practices and tools that help to close the wage gap – a big milestone for any company, but especially a retailer. Sara's had a number of strong female champions along the way that she credits for her drive and motivation. First, her mother, who imbued her with a fierce idealism and desire to methodically work to right wrongs, even in the face of overwhelming, systematic inequality. And at Starbucks, Lucy Helm, the executive vice president and chief partner officer has been a champion of Sara and her work.”
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/263895578 

8.3: Equity vs. Equality by North Shore Community School (2:05)
Explaining the difference to students of equity and equality.
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/402981339 

8.4: Equality, Equity, and Social Justice by SIPDC Trainer (2:25)
A thoughtful presentation between equality and equity. 
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uvoios7frIs 

     Ted Talks
8.5: We need leaders who boldly champion inclusion by June Sarpong (14:35)
     “We know diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) boosts creativity and profits, but progress has been slow: today, nearly 90 percent of Fortune 500 CEOs are white males. It's time for leaders to become "rock stars" of inclusion -- and that starts with pushing through discomfort to forge new connections, says veteran broadcaster and diversity leader June Sarpong. She presents examples of successful, creative DEI efforts and calls for leaders at the top to make the first move. ‘When it comes to diversity and inclusion, we need bold disruptors who are uncomfortable with the status quo, even if the status quo benefits them,’ Sarpong says.”
Video Link: https://www.ted.com/talks/june_sarpong_we_need_leaders_who_boldly_champion_inclusion 

8.6: Want a more just world? Be an unlikely ally by Dwinita Mosby Tyler (10:06)
     “A more equal world starts with you. Citing a formative moment from her own life, equity advocate Dwinita Mosby Tyler highlights why showing up and fighting for others who face injustices beyond your own lived experience leads to a fairer, more just future for all.”
Video Link: https://www.ted.com/talks/dwinita_mosby_tyler_want_a_more_just_world_be_an_unlikely_ally 
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